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Chairperson Fireside Chat: “Impact of Artificial Intelligence on Education”  

Dr Prakash Kannan is the Chief Economist and Director of the Economics 

and Investment Strategy Department at GIC. He is responsible for 

formulating the outlook for the global investment environment and asset 

allocation strategy for the firm. He serves as a member of GIC’s Investment 

Management Committee, Group Risk Committee and Currency Risk 

Management Group. His previous roles in the firm included Deputy Head 

of Total Portfolio Strategy as well as Head of Economics & Capital Markets. 

Prakash joined GIC in 2012. Prior to joining GIC, he worked with the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF), the Central Bank of Malaysia (Bank Negara Malaysia), and GTE’s Pension Fund. 

He is currently the Vice President and Chair of the Investment Committee of the Economic 

Society of Singapore. He also serves as a member of the Advisory Council of OMFIF, the 

Investment Committee of the Singapore Indian Development Association, and NTU’s 

Academic Advisory Board. He was formerly on the Advisory Board for the Centre for Asset 

Management Research & Investments (CAMRI) at the National University of Singapore 

Business School. Prakash holds a Bachelor of Science in Economics from MIT and a 

doctorate in Economics from Stanford University. He is also a CFA charterholder. 

Chairperson: Navigating the Global Uncertainty from Financial Institutions’ 

Perspectives 

Ms Maureen DeRooij is the CEO of The Executive Forum Singapore. 

The Forum provides senior regional leaders and non-executive directors 

the opportunity to actively engage with key thought-leaders and experts 

on strategic, geo-political and economic developments relevant to their 

businesses. A career corporate banker of 30 years, her most recent 

position was CEO Asia- Pacific of ABN AMRO Bank. She served on the 

boards of ABN AMRO Asia Fund Services, its Hong Kong Clearing 

business and its Asia Security Services. Externally she served on the Corporate Advisory 

Council of the Hong Kong Securities and Investment Institute, the Singapore Banking Council, 

the European ASEAN Business Alliance Board, and the Investment Committee of the 

Singapore International Chamber of Commerce. Ms DeRooij is a KKR appointee on the Board 

of BBP, which provides patented HVAC optimisation technologies to reduce energy 

consumption for chiller equipment and facilities of companies as diverse as datacenters, 

manufacturing plants, office buildings, hotels and shopping malls. She is also on the Advisory 

Board of Aboitiz Data Innovation which provides transformative AI consulting and data-driven 

solutions in the finance and power sectors. Ms Derooij is currently a Dean’s Fellow of 

Singapore Management University's Lee Kong Chian School of Business where she served 

for nine years on the Advisory Board. She is an elected Council Member of the Singapore 

Economic Society and serves on the International Council (NIC) of the NUS Yong Loo Lin 

School of Medicine. A recognized speaker on topics at the cross section of Finance, 

Sustainability and Asia she occasionally speaks at Bloomberg, Financial Times and The 

Economist events and guest lectures at SMU, NUS and Insead. Ms. DeRooij holds a master's 

degree in Corporate Law (LLM) from the Rijksuniversiteit Leiden in the Netherlands and an 

MBA degree from the University of Chicago (Booth). She completed the Cambridge Prince of 

Wales Business and Sustainability Programme in 2006. 

 

 



 

Chairperson: Preventing social polarization 

Dr Walter Edgar Theseira is an Associate Professor of Economics, 
School of Business, Singapore University of Social Sciences. His Ph.D. 
is in Applied Economics and Managerial Science from the Wharton 
School, University of Pennsylvania. His areas are applied 
microeconomics, behavioural, and experimental economics. His research 
has been published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences and the Journal of Economic Behavior and Organisation. His 
policy research covers housing integration with the Ministry of National 

Development, vehicle quota auctions with the Land Transport Authority, and the Singapore 
Retirement and Health Survey. He has served as an economics research advisor for several 
Singapore Government agencies, and is a Board Member of the Competition and Consumer 
Commission of Singapore. He was a Nominated Member of Parliament in the 13th Parliament 
of Singapore. 

Chairperson: Geo-Economic Warfare and its Impact on Singapore Business 

Dr Eugene Tan Kheng Boon is an Associate Professor of law at 
Singapore Management University’s Yong Pung How School of Law. He 
was also an adjunct faculty at the Singapore University of Technology 
and Design between 2015 and 2019, and a visiting professor in the 
summer terms of 2013 and 2014 at Yonsei University Law School in 
South Korea. Eugene’s inter- disciplinary research interests include 
constitutional and administrative law, law and public policy, ethnic conflict 
regulation, and the government and politics of Singapore. Between 

February 2012 and August 2014, Eugene served as a Nominated Member of Parliament in 
Singapore's 12th Parliament. An advocate and solicitor of the Supreme Court of Singapore, 
Eugene was educated at the National University of Singapore, London School of Economics 
and Political Science, and Stanford University where he was a Fulbright Fellow. 


